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Range extension of Ansenia ornata
(Giinther, 1875) and Indirana
brachytarsus (Giinther, 1875)

Ansonia ornata, the black torrent toad, is an en-
demic of the Coorg and Neria region of Dakshina
Kannada District of Karmnataka, south-western
India, with a localized distribution, at around
12°-13° N; 400 to 800 m msl (Daniel, 1963; Inger
and Dutta, 1986; Daniels, 1991; [992; 1997;
Dutta, 1992) One specimen (BNHS Re 4061)
was recorded from a stream within the evergreen
torests of Kuppalli Bioreserve (75° 15°-75° 20°
E; 13°35°-13" 40’ N}, which although belongs to
described altitude range for the species, located
110 km north and 175 km north-west of the ear-
lier report from Neria (Daniels, 1992) and
Brahmagiri Hills (Daniel, 1967), respectively
This indicates its range extension from 13° N to
14°N
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Description.- A small aquatic toad (SVL 35
mmy), without cranial ridges and parotid glands.
Dorsally brownish black, underparts with black
and yellow spots, limbs cross-barred, Webbing
absent on forelimbs. First finger smaller than sec-
ond, hindlimb 2.3 times longer than forelimb;
length of femur neatly 3 times its width and 4/5th
length of tibia. Two prominent metatarsal tuber-
cles, webbing full, reaching terminal dilation of
all toes, except toe IV

Indirana brachytarsus, the short-legged frog,
is an endemic of the Western Ghats of Kerala and
Tamil Nadu, south-western India, between coor-
dinates 8-11° N, and at altitudes ranging between
0-1000 m msl (Daniels, 1992, 1997: Dutta,
1992). Ithas beeneported earlier that the species
is-having broad ecological range in Kerala, dis-
tributed evergreen forests, moist deciduous for-
ests, secondary growth, open grasses and also
along streams and litter mat of forest floors (Inget
et al , 1984) However, in the present study, one
specimen of I brachyiarsus (BNHS Re 4062)
have been recorded along the litter mat near the
stream in the Bhagavathi forest of Kudremukh
National Park (13° 10°-13° 26’ N; 75° 05°-75°
10’ E), nearly 410 km north-west from earlier re-
port of Annamalaj Hills.

Description - Small litter frog (SVL 34 mm).
Colouration is similar to Indirana beddomii, with
prominent black horizontal streak on interorbital
space, cross-bars on limbs and lower jaw. Black
streak from tympanum to nostril passing through
eye and canthus rostralis Longitudinal warts
prominent posterior to eye Tongue without pa-

TABLE 1: Measurements of 4rsonia ornata (BNHS
Re No. 4061) and Limnonectus brachytarsus (BNHS
Re No 4062) recorded form the central Western
Ghats.

Snout-vent length (SVL) 350 34.0
Head length 09.0 093
Internasal distance 020 040
Interorbital distance 040 G630
Diameter of eye 040 050
Diameter of tympanum {horizontal) 02 0 030
Forelimb length 150 22.0
Hindlimb length 42,0 57.0
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pilla. Interorbital space smaller than internasal
and diameter of eye, however the internasal dis-
tance and distance between eye and nostril are
equal (Table 1) The specimen agrees the de-
seription of this species given by Inger et al
(1984) and can be differentiated from J
beddomiiby absence of lingual papilla, presence
of a greater number of longitudinal warts poste-
rior t0 eye and on mid-dorsum. Small tympanum
(ca. 85%that of I beddomii) and greater ratio be-
tween forelimb and hindlimb (I beddomii,
1:0 32 vs I brachytarsus, 1:0.39) with tibiotarsal

articulation reaching the nostril Discs on finger

and toe tips smaller and inner metatarsal tuber-
cles Iess prominent compared to [ beddomii.
The forests of Western Ghats of India is an
abode for various amphibian species This re-
gion harbours as many as 123 species (Molur,
1997; Krishnamurthy, 1999) However, 1epeated
and in-depth surveys were resulted either addi-
tion of new species or extension of range of dis-
tribution. It has been felt that the intensive

observation certainly results in the discovery of

new species and improvement in understanding
the distribution of amphibian fauna (Inger and
Dutta, 1986).
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